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mote appealing, much more " European" than
Stresemann with his bald crown and short, creased
neck, which so unfortunately resembled the current
caricatures of the Boche. But his ability in negotiation,
in spite of the difficulties of language, and the quickness
of his intellect soon overcame this unfavourable
impression.

Full of his new experiences, and convinced that he
had obtained everything that, under the circumstances,
was obtainable, and with the definite sense that matters
had now been placed upon level ground from which
the way must now lead upwards, he returned to Berlin
and plunged into the conflict aroused by the Dawes
laws.

He fought with all the strength of his convictions
for this " Industrial Testament of the Americans,"
which he looked upon as one of the great turning-
points of world-history; but more effective than all
these political and industrial arguments, were his
direct dealings with the various parties, his personal
influence with Deputies, his bargains with the German
Nationals, the display of all the parliamentary devices
of which he was so accomplished a master.

When the voting day came no one could predict the
result. In the Nationalist Press the campaign against
the Dawes Plan raged unabated, but the leaders of the
party did not want to burden themselves with the
responsibility of rejection, and all the many conse-
quences which it was then impossible to foresee;
moreover, a promise that the Government would be
extended in the direction of the Right, had no small
influence on thek attitude. The result of the vote
depended on whether good sense or demagogy was to